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Report of the Governor General

L-R Bruce Harrington, George Garmany, Jane Ritchie

A Visit & the Report from the Governor
General, George P. Garmany Jr.
The first year of my term as Governor General
has been full of amazing accomplishment, marked also
by recognition of some striking deficiencies in how our
Society operates.
Immediately after last Congress, we brought in
Susan Belekewicz, our second Executive Director in our
120-year history. She brings with her a strikingly full
experience in business and administration. It has been
a real joy to work with her. Over the year there have
been some staff changes that she will explain. She has
handled both veteran and new employees skillfully, and
the staff in Plymouth remains a major strength of our
organization.

We knew a year ago that there had been some
water leakage in the cupola of the House. Shortly after
Susan started as ED, she checked over the House and
found leaks in the attic as well. Since the problem was
bigger than what we anticipated, she had our roof
contractor inspect the situation. We learned that the
balustrade and the crest, key scenic elements of the
house, were made of concrete or some other heavy
compound much too heavy to be placed on a roof.
Removal was recommended on an urgent basis, and
over the next several weeks it became painfully obvious
that the front balustrade and crest were physically
tipping forward and about to pitch through the roofing
of the front porch. Susan was able to get a dispensation
from the Historical District, and the offending cement
features were removed just before the first severe winter
storm struck. If that had not been done, our entire
façade and front porch would have been completely
ruined. In due time – and when funds are available –
GG Report Cont. On Page 2

Susan Belekewicz, Executive Director
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we would like to replace those decorative features with
lighter material, but for now, you may see the crest in
our garden.
On my first trip to Plymouth last October, I
made it a point to meet with as many staff members as I
could. I was especially concerned about our verification
process that was falling behind. I found a dedicated

staff, struggling to keep up with the workload, while the
number of applications was growing with each week’s
mail.
I found that it was tiring enough, just learning
about the physical work they do each day to adjust the
piles of folders, taking some off the top, and replacing
them with new applications at the bottom of the pile.
Again, Susan had already started looking into that
problem, and the numbers she found were simply
shocking. Depending on the math and the assumptions,
we had been spending between $145 and $160 for each
application or supplement that we were receiving, all for
a process that we perform for $75 each. Of course
the shortfall has to be paid out of our member dues and
any donations that we are fortunate enough to receive.
Susan will report more detail, but staff has been able to
reduce the cost of verifications over the last few months.
Nonetheless, we are still losing over $50 each time we
perform our most important service. As you know, the
price that we can charge is fixed in our Bylaws, and it is
impossible to adjust that until Congress 2020. The 400th
Anniversary has us poised for dramatic membership

growth, but that growth will cost us heavily unless we
figure out how to change our operation dramatically.
Now, our ancestors faced far worse problems, and
they figured out ways to keep the ship going. If we
leverage modern technology, we will be able to drive
down the costs of verification, but it will always be a
labor intensive enterprise. Susan Belekewicz will tell
you about the IMIS software system that has been
introduced to streamline data management in our
organization.
Last spring our Historian General and Secretary
General spent time working side by side with our
verifiers, mostly doing Preliminary Reviews (now called
Mayflower Lineage Matches.) They made important
observations about obstacles that our staff was facing. It
was possible to mitigate those problems by completely
replacing old computers and software, all made
possible by a bequest left to us by a former member of
the Colorado Society. We will need to do a lot better,
though, and part of that solution is the digitalization of
our records. That project is moving along much quicker
than expected. Once the records are fully digitized,
the information will be indexed and become much
more accessible to our staff. We are looking for ways
to accelerate the verification process by avoiding the
need to handle the papers during the process. I hope
that everyone present will help us to move forward to a
paperless verification review during the next two years.
Of course, digitizing the records comes with new
GG Report Cont. On Page 3
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problems that we are addressing. It is critical to protect
the privacy of our living members. The Executive
Committee has studied industry standards in these
issues, and this Board will have the opportunity today to
enact a policy that meets these standards.
As you know, we are currently publishing two
periodicals. The Mayflower Quarterly Magazine carries
information about our organization’s activities, and the
Mayflower Journal includes scholarly articles about
the Pilgrims and Colonial America. Several months
ago the editor of the Journal resigned, and there was
no replacement in sight. We also received input from
members who complained about the Magazine. They
told us that they enjoyed the style and appearance of
the publication, but all of the news was about people
who seemed far removed from them. The Executive
Committee reviewed the situation and decided to make
a change. Beginning in 2019 we will include historical
material in the Quarterly Magazine, and we are inviting
articles that will inform and engage all of our members.
We will stop publishing the Journal after the Autumn,
2018 issue, and focus our attention on the Magazine.
Now I want to share good news with you. Work
has continued on the Bradford statue, and we continue
to expect that it will be ready for Congress 2020. Here
are a few pictures of the latest model, which is about
one foot tall. Even at that small size, the viewer feels
that he or she is looking into the eyes of the Pilgrim
Governor. Later today, you will have the opportunity to
approve the arrangement that we are making with the
artist.
We have continued the exciting work toward the
acquisition of the Meetinghouse in time for our 2020
Congress. We have formalized the Trustee Arrangement,
with four members from GSMD, four members from
the congregation, and FGG Lea Filson as the chair of the
Trustees. You will hear more details shortly.
I have visited a number of Societies in the last

year, and I would be glad to schedule a visit with your
Society. Our members everywhere are excited about
2020 and our planned acquisition of the National
Pilgrim Memorial Meetinghouse. I can bring your group
up to date on those subjects.
Most importantly, I have met some of the most
wonderful people who work for both GSMD and for
our Member Societies. We brought some of them
together at yesterday’s Governor General’s Forum to
share their ideas with each other. Our members have
been generous with both their time and their treasury.
Please take time with our Annual Report that our
staff has crafted together so skillfully. You will learn
how some of our contributors have been vital to the
successful completion of projects. It highlights the
many contributions made by individual members and
Member Societies. I want to thank every single person
who has contributed to our organization, and I’ll invite
all of you to join me in applause for those who have
done so.
Yes – my report includes some problems that our
organization must solve But our forebears were sturdy
stuff, and we will work together as they did preparing
to solve the problems our generation faces as we build a
stronger Society. Thank you all so very much for giving
me the opportunity to serve at this historic time.
George P. Garmany Jr., M.D.
Governor General
Fin

The Washington Mayflower Society donates to the
Seattle Public Library in memoriam of deceased
members.  These funds are intended to be used for
books and materials in the Genealogy Collection.
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Only five more newsletters...

www.plymouth400inc.org

As Facebook reminded me the other day,
I have been your Governor for one celestial orbit
around the sun.  The moment caused me to ponder
about our journey together these past 365 days.
We have tightened & defined our image with a
new logo, which is now available on notecards and
merchandise, which allows us to better tell the story
of who we are as a Society.  We continue to explore
other meeting venues, expanding our ways of
gathering as cousins.  Look for more opportunities
in the coming year.  At our Annual Meeting in
March, Governor General Garmany connected us
with GSMD activities in Plymouth, as well as in the
other 52 member Societies across the United States,
Canada & Europe. He challenged us to help save &
restore the First Parish Meetinghouse in Plymouth,
the spiritual home of the Pilgrims.
Lisa Intili, Membership Secretary of the
New Jersey Society, asked me to help interpret data
collected from a survey of State Societies.  When
I visited Plymouth this summer, I met with Susan
Belekewicz, GSMD Executive Director to discussed
how GSMD could assist with the numerous
challenges that surfaced in that survey.
Finally, I’d like to give a ‘shout out’ of sincere
appreciation to our most dedicated Board of
Assistants.  The minutia of details which seemingly
transpires weekly that needs to be addressed in

order that our Society runs smoothly - from the
planning of events to keeping contact information
of members up-to-date – is all done by an amazing
group of Cousins who volunteer their time to see
that all the I’s are dotted, and the T’s are crossed.
Running the Society takes time and a great deal of
effort. Thank you.  
As we quickly approach our
Quandricentennial commemorations, I welcome
anyone – and EVERYONE - who would like to
become more actively involved with the Society
to give me a call or send me an email – or speak to
a member of the Board of Assistants. It is quickly
becoming the time for ‘all hands on deck’. We are
only 5 newsletters away from the 400th anniversary
of the sailing! Whether it be through education,
technology, writing, or organizing – all skills are
needed!  No one is turned away. Get involved!
It has been a great pleasure to serve as your
Governor this past year. Thank you.

Compact Day Luncheon – NEW venue!!
Due to our difficulties with our old venue the Board has
selected a new venue with higher quality food and more
entre options.  [Editor’s note: This is the same kitchen
that serves the food at Basil’s Kitchen, the meeting
venue of the Board of Assistants.  We are confident
that you will enjoy the meal.] When you arrive at the
Embassy Suites, please take a ticket from the parking
machines.  The hotel will validate your parking tickets
at the conclusion of our meeting. Please join us for our
Compact Day Luncheon on Nov. 18th.
Social Time: 11:30 AM
Call to Order/ Meeting 12:00 PM
Lunch Served - 12:30 PM

National Pilgrim Memorial Meetinghouse Charitable Trust
The National Pilgrim Memorial Meetinghouse
Charitable Trust held its first official meeting on Friday,
June 22, 2018. As is the norm, it has begun operating
while awaiting final application approval from the state
of Massachusetts. IRS papers have been filed. The deed
has been registered in Plymouth and passed to the Trust
from First Parish Church making it the legal owner of
the Meetinghouse.
We have applied for a 2.6 million dollar grant
from the town of Plymouth’s Community Preservation
Act funds and if that is granted, the proposed timeline
is to complete the outside repairs by the end of 2019.
Additional donations will cover interior repairs
and program needs by the end of 2021. Once work
is complete, further monies raised will go into a
permanent endowment for the Meetinghouse.
A logo has been chosen and was placed on
refrigerator magnets for Town Meeting representatives
who attended our informational meeting at the
Mayflower Society House on August 9th. That is the
group that will vote on the CPC grant. The August
9 meeting was well-attended and one additional
information meeting will be held in the Meetinghouse
itself before the October 20 vote is taken. The magnets
have also been placed in your registration packets as a
thank you for your tremendous support.
Meetinghouse donor pins have been produced
and Meetinghouse jewelry is available at the GSMD
web shop for purchase. We thank Deb Yingst for her
efforts on this. Fundraising and printing expenses
are being paid from Trust funds, as well as for GSMD
development staff support. Expenses incurred to date
total $4160.
The missing stained-glass windows that were
repaired by an earlier CPC grant for $300,000 have
been delivered back to the Meetinghouse for display
purposes and for use as we fundraise, and a plan
is being set in place to open the Meetinghouse for
scheduled tours.
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Firms with expertise in historic structures
are being researched for restoring the interior and
for creating the programmatic events throughout
the Meetinghouse, but none of this will begin until
the repairs are complete on the exterior of the
Meetinghouse and the windows reinstalled.
For the next four years, 2018, 2019, 2020, and
2021, the annual Plymouth Thanksgiving Day parade
will feature a Mayflower Society House replica float.
The Plymouth Thanksgiving parade operators will allow
15 descendants to ride and a minimum of a dozen
descendants to walk behind it. After the $5000 fee is
paid, all remaining money collected will be donated
to the Meetinghouse restoration fund. For 2022, we
will explore creating a new float with a replica of the
Meetinghouse.
As of August 31, 2018, we have raised a total
of $183,865, with $48,302 remaining in outstanding
Member Society pledges. Member Societies have given
$103,698, individuals have given $74,967 and Family
Societies have given $5200. We are hopeful the October
20 town meeting vote from the Plymouth Community
Preservation grant will add $2.6 million. With
that, our fundraising total will be $2,832,167. That
leaves $167,833 needed to meet our goal of $3,000,000
by September of 2020, and it is only 2018. We have
worked diligently since 2015 to get ready for the CPC
vote, so please pray on October 20 for a vote in the
affirmative.
Members of the Trust would like to thank
Member Societies, individual members, and Family
Societies for their generosity and enthusiasm about
the Meetinghouse efforts. Thanks also go to the
GSMD Development team including Kathy Liolios,
Christopher Lee, Tina Scott, and Executive Director
Susan Belekewicz.
Lea Sinclair Filson,
Former Governor General
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New Members
Welcome Aboard!

Congratulations on tracing your family’s history to a 1620
passenger of the ship Mayflower emigrants from England
and Holland, Signers of America’s first self-governance
agreement (the Mayflower Compact) and present at
America’s first Thanksgiving!

Washington Society
Board Members
Governor – Bruce D. Harrington
      
Governor@WashingtonMayflower.org
Deputy Governor – Jocelyn Paulson
       
DeputyGovernor@WashingtonMayflower.org
Recording Secretary – Marilynn Sabo
       
RecordingSecretary@WashingtonMayflower.org
Corresponding Secretary – Luanne Green
       
CorrespondingSec@WashingtonMayflower.org
Treasurer – Martha Music
     
Treasurer@WashingtonMayflower.org
Historian – Jerri McCoy
       
Historian@WashingtonMayflower.org
Assistant Historian – Katherine Gaffney
     
AssistantHistorian-Jrs@WashingtonMayflower.org
Elder – Carol Jean Gaffney
     
Elder@WashingtonMayflower.org
Captain – Jeffry Doughty
       
Captain@WashingtonMayflower.org

Port Orchard
William Homer
Seattle
Clarence Pugh
Shoreline
Charles Snow
Clarkston
Carol Larreau
Amelia Island, FL Nannette Nielsen
Walla Walla
Robert Keatts
Spokane
James Davis
Seattle
John Donohue
Seattle
Robin Foster-Drescher
Edmonds
William Barnsdale
Olympia
Ann Olson
Puyallup
Ann Crawford
Vancouver
Bradley Dubbs
Redmond
Deborah Cole
Brier
David Keeney
Seattle
Leslie McLean
Woodland
Jessica Sayward
Redmond
Mikell Goe
Edmonds
Alden Hopkins
Arlington
Carol Mitzelfeldt

Henry Samson 11
John Howland 11
Peter Brown 10
George Soule 10
John Howland 11
Richard Warren 12
Mary Chilton 13
Francis Cooke 12
Myles Standish 10
Edward Doty 12
Priscilla Mullins 11
Francis Eaton 12
Stephen Hopkins 11
Stephen Hopkins 12
William Brewster 12
Francis Cooke 13
John Alden 14
William Brewster 12
Stephen Hopkins 10
William Bradford 12

1795
1796
1797
1798
1799
1800
1801
1802
1803
1804
1805
1806
1807
1808
1809
1810
1811
1812
1813
1814

Assistants:
Mark Hines, Lakewood
David Raese, Mukilteo
Dorothy Hull, University Place Jane Ritchey, Kitsap County
Cheryl Eastwood, Redmond
Lynn Pittier, Burien
Kathleen Quickstad, Sammamish
Allen Gray, Issaquah
Viren Lemmer & his drum corp

General Society Officers
Deputy Governor General (DGG) – Judy A. Arnold
Assistant General (AG) – Jocelyn Paulson
Immediate Past Governor
Judith A. Arnold

Our 2018 Summer Picnic was a huge success!
The board would like to thank out Member
Viren Lemmer and his Drum Corp  for
performing in full regalia. Thank you Viren for
a wonderful show.
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I am pleased to submit my first annual report to
the General Board of Assistants. In this report, I would
like to highlight the key activities and accomplishments
of the past year:
Applications Processing
Early in my tenure, my team along with GG
Garmany and HG Hurtuk conducted a review of
our current process for managing and approving
applications in Plymouth. Several short-term proposals
have been implemented to improve service to
ED Susan Belekewicz, SG Jane Hurt,
and GG George P. Garmany Jr.
Historians and Applicants, including: identification of
application issues at In-Take so they may be resolved
have resulted in a 14% improvement in number of
while in queue, rather than at time of verification;
applications approved over the past eight-month period.
coding of applications at intake to identify its degree
Additionally, we continue to focus our efforts on ways
of difficulty to provide workload balance for staff;
we can support Historians. Several new tools are in
and, improvements to our internal marking system to
development, including a Vital Records Locator, to assist
create time savings in the approval of member relatives
Historian’s in their efforts to support new Applicants in
and supplementals. While there is still much more
their ancestor search.
work to be done,
implemented
process
improvements
Highlights from the Report of the Executive Director
ED Report Cont. On Page 8

Join the conversation online!
Supplemental Applications:
Loren Kohler – James Chilton, 13

Get married with #mayflowerweddings

Junior Members Welcome:
Wesley David & Amy Willmer
Grandchildren of Wes Willmer

I hope he has the necessary documents to prove that!

Society of Mayflower Descendants in the State of Washington has a facebook page!
Check it out!  Post stories, add photos, keep up with your cousins!  
Kathleen Quickstad is our go-to person if you have questions or need a hand with social media.
She’s posted lots of photos of our activities!

7

8

ED Report Cont. From Page 7

Mayflower Lineage Match
This past fall, Mayflower Lineage Match requests
(formerly known as “Preliminary Reviews”) surged and
we were faced with a significant, 13-week backlog. With
additional resources and our sincere thanks to HG
Hurtuk and SG Hurt for spending a week in Plymouth
assisting the team, we now process an average of 280
requests per month with a 2-4-day response time and
limited or no backlog. The product has been very wellreceived by the market and should be providing a new
source of applicant stream to Member Societies. In fact,
we are currently exploring offering a Pro-Match service
for professional genealogy organizations, which should
further expand the new applicant stream to Member
Societies.

FY2018-2019 Budget
Working with TG Gaudreau, the budget was
prepared for the new fiscal year. Space planning cost
estimates, projections for technology enhancements
and 2020 cash flow requirements impacting 2019
were all extenuating factors complicating a standard
budget preparation. Accepting the Meetinghouse while
planning for the 400th anniversary represents the most
formative advancement the Society has ever undertaken
and the financial impacts of these project needed to be
incorporated into our budget planning. As a result, a
financial plan for the organization to 2021 was prepared
to identify a financial map to carry us through this
period.
ED Report Cont. On Page 9

New! Washington Mayflower Society Shop!
The sales of these quality items will benefit our society and will be a great way to show off your Mayflower
pride. These would make great gifts for family members.

Only $26
Royal blue with black contrast professionally
embroidered white Mayflower logo. Two end
pockets and zip closure. 300 denier polyester
canvas body, 600 denier polyester canvas bottom.
Reinforced over the shoulder length handles.
14” h x 13” w x 6.5”d.     

Only $24
Royal black and navy with white professionally
embroidered Mayflower logo. 600 denier polyester
canvas with 420 denier hobby contrast. Main
compartment plus front zippered pocket.
13.75” h x 14” w x 4.25” d.     
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NEHGS & Family
National Pilgrim Memorial Meetinghouse

Our partnerships with NEHGS and Family
Search both continue to progress and are working well.
Periodic meetings have been held throughout the year
to ensure our existing partnership projects are on track.
Additionally, we have been exploring ways we can help
and support each other and our respective businesses.
All three organizations are enthusiastic about the work
we are doing together and how the results will positively
impact the future of Pilgrim lineage research.
Pilgrim Monument and Provincetown Museum
This year, GSMD has established a strong new
partnership with the Pilgrim Monument and
Provincetown Museum, as we work together to plan
2020 activities and to determine further ways our
organizations can collaborate. Exciting plans are
underway for a weekend of 2020 events in Provincetown
for GSMD members including a Mayflower
Compact Reenactment on board the Mayflower II.
With education at the core of the missions of both
organizations, there is a natural alignment: going
forward, the Meetinghouse as the Mayflower Education
Center will provide additional opportunities for exhibit
and program rotation between the two organizations,
furthering our mission by expanding the scope and
breadth of our message.
Fundraising
This year’s annual appeal raised almost $114,000,
versus last year’s donations of $105,200 representing an
8% increase year over year. And our 1620 Club members
contributed an additional $74,000 this year compared
to the prior year of $66,375: this represents an amazing
11.6% year over year improvement. But our members’
generosity did not end there – since the campaign began
last fall, donations to the Meetinghouse have already
topped $180,500. What a wonderful testament to the
generosity of our members! Thank you to all of our
members who contributed to these wonderful results.
The generosity of your financial support sustains this
organization to better serve our Member Societies and
positions us all for our posterity’s future.

As the Trust Administrator of the National Pilgrim
Memorial Meetinghouse Charitable Trust, the GSMD
team has been working closely with FGG Filson to
create marketing materials, process and account for
donations, and support fundraising and grant writing
efforts. After GBOA, an additional area of focus will be
to locate and inventory documents, books and other
historic materials that will transfer with the deed to
GSMD: these documents and materials are currently
“on loan” to several different organizations. Planning for
the future of the Meetinghouse and the integration of
these requirements into our existing operations will be a
key area of focus in 2019.

2020

Working closely with SG Hurt, planning for our
2020 Congress has been a significant area of focus over
the past year. We feel a great responsibility to plan an
appropriate and memorable commemoration for the
400th anniversary as it is a once-in-a-lifetime event and
will be our generations’ imprint on an historic moment
in our organization’s history. Posterity will look back on
how we chose to commemorate the Pilgrims. We will
be reporting out on these plans at a later point in this
meeting. It has been a whirlwind of a first year. I am
extremely grateful to have the opportunity to serve the
Society as your Executive Director during this formative
time in its history. On behalf of GSMD, I want to express
our gratitude to the hundreds of volunteers whose
tireless efforts create the very fabric of this organization.
Many thanks to my talented team of professionals in
Plymouth and for the guidance, direction, and support
of our Executive Committee without whose assistance
none of these accomplishments would be possible.
Respectfully submitted,
Susan T. Belekewicz,
Executive Director
Fin
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Washington State Mayflower Society
Sunday, November 18, 2018
Embassy Suites
15920 West Valley Hwy
Tukwila WA 98188
425-227-8844
Social Time 11:30 AM
Call to Order: 12:00 PM
Lunch Served 12:30 PM
Speaker: David Raese

Compact Day Luncheon 2018

Directions:

Please print current information

Name _________________________________________________________ WA # ______________________________
Address ___________________________________________ City __________________________ State ____________
Zip _______________ Phone ________________________ Email ____________________________________________

Yearbook
Pick-up at Compact Day Lunch FREE

2019 Dues $29.00
Membership Card (Include SASE)

Mailed $5.00

Adult Menus - $40
Youth Menu - $20
Grilled Northwest Salmon: with mixed vegetable quinoa and orange citrus glaze
Pan Seared Chicken Breast: with tomato, Kalamata olives, garlic, herbs, seasonal vegtables
Braised Beef: in a mushroom demi glaze w/ veg and potatoes
Vegetarian: Mediterranean Angel Hair Pasta with Basil's White Wine Sauce
Kid's Meal: Chicken tenders, French fries & fruit
All meals will include a Caesar salad, rolls and butter, coffee & tea, and a choice of dessert. New York Cheesecake
with berry coulis or Vanilla ice cream with a rolled gaufrette

Return form with Payment

Member & guest names

Please indicate member type: Life, Regular, Junior, Prospective or Guest

LRJPG

Adult

Kid's

Salmon, Chicken, Beef, Veg., Kid's
Choice

$40

$20

from above

$

$
Make checks payable to the Washington Mayflower Society

Total Luncheon Enclosed

$

Reservations must reach Treasurer Martha Music by November 10th
Martha Music – PO Box 394 – Allyn,WA 98524-0394

Questions: 360-275-3457 – treasurer@washingtonmayflower.org

Yes, I want to donate to the Meetinghouse Charitable Trust:
Please specify Restoration or Preservation – Acknowledgment of your gift for tax reporting will be provided.
Restoration: __________

$___________________________

Preservation: __________

Either __________

10

Governorfor
Harrington’s
Message
Our Cousin David’s Historical Journey
Compact Day
It was an enormous privilege to participate in
this first dig season at Kiriath-Jearim (I Samuel 7), which
lasted four weeks, and to personally unearth discoveries
over 3000 years old, dating to the time of the Biblical King
Saul and King David. The most significant find was a
monumental retaining wall that surrounded the crest of
the hill creating a large rectangular level platform, parts
of which dated to the time of King David, about the time
the Ark of the Covenant would have been there (dating
now confirmed by scientific analysis). This retaining
wall had been repaired and expanded in antiquity, with
sections dating from the Persian period and the Roman

Compact Day speaker, David S. Raese, has
had a lifelong interest in history, early Church history,
researching family connections within history, adventure
travel and in science as well. He earned degrees in
physical science and in engineering at WSU, then worked
as an engineer at Boeing, primarily in the Space and
Defense division for over 35 years, until retiring two
years ago. Upon retirement David once again became an
active student, enrolling in history classes at Edmonds
Community College, including a course in Biblical
Archaeology. Through this course, David was inspired to
become a volunteer on an active archaeology expedition
at Kiriath-Jearim Israel in 2017, a thrilling experience
that turned out to exceed every expectation. Since then,
David has returned to Israel to participate in two more
archaeology digs at different sites over the summer of
2018.

occupation. The platform unearthed is similar to the
platform at Temple Mount in Jerusalem which was built
by King Herod for the second Temple. The platform at
Kiriath-Jearim is much smaller in area and about 1000
years older. The earlier tabernacle at Kiriath-Jearim that
housed the Ark would have been on top of that platform,
by tradition where the Catholic Church now stands. Of
course, digging under the Church was not permitted,
just along the retaining wall surrounding the crest of the
hill, and at several areas further down the slope. Of the
thousands of pottery sherds found, two were found with
Hebrew writing on them and David was lucky enough
to find one of them. Quite the thrill! The evenings
were filled with lectures by visiting professors, other
archaeology team leaders and experts in their respective
fields within the science that is modern archaeology.
Join us at Compact Day to learn about the exciting
results from the recently published report (July 2018) for
the first dig season at Kiriath-Jearim, see photos from
the dig, plus David will share a few photos from his two
summer 2018 digs.
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