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filled with awe and a feeling of peace and love.
There are many stories like this one from Mayflower
descendants concerning the National Pilgrim Memorial
Meetinghouse. Since the General Society of Mayflower
Descendants (GSMD) was founded in 1897, the same
year the present structure was built at the top of Leyden
Street, families of descendants – our families – have
made regular pilgrimages to this spot.
In fact, our Member Societies have helped to furnish
this structure with Tiffany stained-glass windows from
the New York and New Jersey Societies, objects in the
sanctuary from Rhode Island, as well as many other
contributions through the years.

The National Pilgrim
Memorial Meetinghouse

by Former Governor General Lea Sinclair Filson

On my first trip to Plymouth, MA many years ago, I
walked alone into the peaceful stone church at the top
of Leyden Street on the location of the Pilgrims’ first 1621
Meetinghouse. Guides were standing outside and told
me I could go into the sanctuary on my own. As I walked
through the doors at the top of the stairs, the early
morning light streamed gently through the beautiful
stained-glass windows and danced across the room. The
only sounds I could hear were birds chirping outside.
The muted colors and soothing silence inside seemed to
whisper to me. I was overcome with a spiritual presence
and I felt a tangible bond with my Pilgrim ancestors. I
said a prayer of thanks for their sacrifices and their contributions and as I made my way down the aisle, I was

Today, that same Meetinghouse still stands at the top
of Leyden Street. It has now taken on an image of faded
greatness. Stained-glass windows are stored away because the structure is too weak to support them. There
are stains where rain is penetrating the roof into the
sanctuary. This is not because of neglect. The Meetinghouse is no less loved. The First Parish Church congregation that has tended the property through the years
has dwindled and to save the building they love, they
have agreed to donate it to GSMD upon the condition

GSMD’s Legacy Project Continued on Page 4
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Governor’s Message
Each morning, as I begin my day, one ritual takes
on particular importance: The putting on of my ‘Mayflower ring’. The signet ring belonged to my late fatherin-law, and the story of where it came from and how he
acquired it has long been lost, but it bears the image
of a 17th century sailing ship pulling into harbor. Since
confirming my Pilgrim roots and becoming a GSMD
member, I refer to it as my Mayflower ring. The act each
morning of putting the ring on has become a symbolic
reminder of the ‘Mayflower mantle’ I wear as a Pilgrim
descendant and a member of the Mayflower Society.
This past November, the GSMD held an ‘Illuminate Thanksgiving’ in Plymouth and asked Society
members across the country to light a candle in honor of their Pilgrim ancestors. Dozens of photos were
submitted by members from across the county. Beth
Lambright, the Deputy Governor of the Oregon Society
and the speaker at our Compact Day Luncheon last November, shared the images of candles bearing the names
of each of her Pilgrim ancestors, and a simple candle
lighting tradition her family performs to honor their
heritage.
In the spring, I am anticipating my ‘Mayflower
Garden’ to be in full bloom with rare and ancient varieties of flowers that would have been familiar to our
Pilgrim ancestors. ‘Van Sion’ Daffodils, from their time
in the English countryside, ‘Duc Van Tol’ and ‘Clusiana’
tulips from their time in Leiden, Holland and Epigaea
repens (aka trailing arbutus - ‘Mayflower’) from their
first spring in Plimoth Colony. The centerpiece of my
garden is a simple rock with 1620 painted on it.

In a later article in this newsletter, I ask ‘Why?’ is
being a member of the Mayflower Society important to
you. Please take a moment to complete a survey [https://
goo.gl/forms/HejXxDAIxAcMbW7i2]. Your thoughts are
very much of interest to me. With shows such as Finding your roots on PBS, and Who do you think you are?
on NBC, interest in tracing our genealogical roots is now
second only to Gardening as America’s favorite hobby.
Last year alone, GSMD welcomed 1,500 new members.
How and why did you become interested in genealogy?
How do you observe your Pilgrim heritage in your personal lives? Does your Mayflower Certificate hang on
your wall? Do you have an image of Plymouth Rock, or
the Mayflower in your home … or on your desk at work?
Is being a Pilgrim descendant something you share with
others? How do you show your Pilgrim pride? Take a
picture & share it with your cousins. Email them to me
at Governor@washingtonmayflower.org
We will choose some to post in our next edition
of The Evergreen Log. I’ll be sure to include a picture of
my Mayflower garden when it’s in full bloom.

Plymouth 1620

Plymouth 1620

Come Visit With Your Cousins!
Sunday, March 18th
Tacoma Yacht Club

ANNUAL MEETING

Our guest speaker is
Governor General George Garmany
See page 9 for details.
Reservations are due by March 12th

The Washington Mayflower donates to the Seattle Public Library in memoriam of deceased members. These
funds are intended to be used for books and materials in
the Genealogy Collection.

The Officers and Board of Assistants of
the Mayflower Descendants in the State of
Washington have voted to participate in the
Meetinghouse Charitable Trust.

Patricia Mae Potter Sharp – John Howland
Richard Lee Barton Hutchins – William Brewster
Former Washington State Governor
Margaret Moreau Cumming Sibold – Edward Fuller
Betty Jane Grierson Houston – Richard Warren
Former member of the Board of Assistants
Mary Virginia Tinker Markham – Richard Warren
Mother of former Governor, Judith Arnold

GET OUT YOUR
CHECKBOOKS, PLEASE!
Our goal is to raise $5,000 in the next two years. There
is a line-item on the luncheon reservation form for your
donation if you wish to contribute now. And, stay tuned
for more information on our efforts.

Evening at the Tacoma Yacht Club
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GSMD’s Legacy Project Continued from Page 1
that funds be put in place to permanently maintain it,
and that they be allowed to continue scheduling their
services there.
Along with the Meetinghouse, we will be given all the
church records from modern times back to 1620, written
by William Bradford, William Brewster, Robert Cushman,
and many others. There are references and stories of our
Mayflower ancestors going back to Leiden, information
that simply must be curated and properly maintained
permanently. There is no group better to do this than the
actual descendants of the Mayflower Pilgrims!
Our decision to create an endowment for this beautiful
spiritual structure and its records will be one of the most
important legacies of The Mayflower Society. The First
Parish Church congregation that has lovingly tended the
memory of the Pilgrims in this sacred place has recently
signed a Charitable Trust with GSMD that will place the
deed into a partnership between our two organizations
until GSMD can raise $3,000,000. At that time, the church
will transfer the deed to our society and we will become
the new stewards responsible for preserving and maintaining this memorial to our ancestors.
We have been given until September of 2020 to raise
$3,000,000 but our responsibility to finance and care for
the Meetinghouse will continue. The congregation chose
our society because they knew we would show the same
love and reverence they feel toward this spiritual place.
They know we will not let the Mayflower Pilgrim story be
forgotten. As our center of education, GSMD will bring
the world to the Meetinghouse, the very place where the
Mayflower Pilgrims built their life on this continent.
The first Meetinghouse was built in 1621, in the middle of
a wilderness, the year after the Mayflower landed. Records
of our ancestors were stored there and passed on from
congregation to congregation through the years. This is
the fifth spiritual structure built here, designed to honor
and memorialize the Mayflower Pilgrims. A more authen-
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tic historic place in America cannot be found!
All 51 Member Societies attending Congress pledged to
donate to the Meetinghouse, and since then, several other
individual members have come forward and donated
$1000 each, inviting other members to match the donations.
We are asking that those who give choose whether they
want to give to the restoration or preservation of the
Meetinghouse. By giving to the restoration, your donation will go into the Charitable Trust, where we have
agreed that no matter whether we accept the donation of
the Meetinghouse or not, the funds will still restore this
marvelous memorial to the Mayflower Pilgrims. Or, if you
choose to give to the preservation of the Meetinghouse,
your funds will go into our GSMD Meetinghouse endowment fund, that will use only a percentage of the funds to
maintain and operate the Meetinghouse in coming years.
Now that your donations are coming in, we can now
demonstrate our own 100% commitment to this project as
we approach foundations and corporate donors for grants.
Together we are going to make this happen!
Restoring the Meetinghouse and making it the center of
our Pilgrim education mission is the best possible legacy the General Society of Mayflower Descendants could
leave in 2020, to honor the 400th anniversary of the Mayflower voyage.
Regardless of which fund you or your Member Society
chooses to donate to, Member Societies, as well as individuals committing to $5000 or more by 2020 will be listed
on a plaque in the Meetinghouse. When the total donation amounting to $5000 is received by a Member Society,
the current Member Society Governor, Deputy Governor
General (DGG), and Assistant General (AG) will receive a
certificate, and a beautiful pin. One pin and certificate per
$5000 donation will also be given to individuals, family
society heads, or families that give. All gifts, no matter
what the amount, will be recognized at www.TheMayflowerSociety.org in our donor section.
We can make this project a reality together! Restoring and
maintaining the Meetinghouse will honor our ancestors
while creating a permanent national legacy to the Mayflower story.

New Members
Welcome Aboard!

Congratulations on tracing your family’s history to a 1620
passenger of the ship Mayflower emigrants from England
and Holland, Signers of America’s first self-governance
agreement (the Mayflower Compact) and present at
America’s first Thanksgiving!

Washington Society
Board Members
Governor – Bruce D. Harrington
Governor@WashingtonMayflower.org
Deputy Governor – Jocelyn Paulson
DeputyGovernor@WashingtonMayflower.org
Recording Secretary – Marilynn Sabo
RecordingSecretary@WashingtonMayflower.org
Corresponding Secretary – Luanne Green
CorrespondingSec@WashingtonMayflower.org
Treasurer – Margaret Spangler
Treasurer@WashingtonMayflower.org
Historian – Jerri McCoy
Historian@WashingtonMayflower.org
Assistant Historian – Katherine Gaffney
AssistantHistorian-Jrs@WashingtonMayflower.org
Elder – Carol Jean Gaffney
Elder@WashingtonMayflower.org
Captain – Jeffry Doughty
Captain@WashingtonMayflower.org

City
Edgewood
Tacoma
Elma
Richland
Lakebay
Los Banos, CA
Centralia
Yonkers, NY
Victoria, BC
Kirkland
Sammamish
Gig Harbor
Renton
Las Vegas, NV
Lind, WA
Bellevue
Ilwaco
Pasco
Lacey
Carnation

Name
Lorie Holbrooks
Viren Lemmer
Wallace Metzger
Ralene Wilhelm
Pamela Palmer
William Sturgeon
Scott White
Wendy Mitchell
Kenneth Watkis
Deborah Pierce
Valerie McClung
Andrea Arnold
Wendell Frost
Colleen Myers
Rosemary Elkington
Sharon Lovejoy
Richard Marshall
Jerry Norr
Kerry Ann Cramer
Marilyn Loftus

Ancestor
Richard Warren, 13
John Alden, 13
William Brewster, 12
Stephen Hopkins, 13
William Bradford, 12
John Alden, 12
William Brewster, 13
William Brewster, 13
Miles Standish, 11
Edward Fuller, 11
William Brewster, 12
William Brewster, 12
Richard Warren, 12
John Alden, 12
William Brewster, 13
William Bradford, 9
Francis Cooke, 11
John Alden, 12
John Alden, 11
Thomas Rogers, 13

WA#
1768
1769
1770
1771
1772
1773
1774
1775
1776
1777
1778
1779
1780
1781
1782
1783
1784
1785
1786
1787

Supplemental Applications: Joel Richards – William Bradford, 11
Junior Members Welcome: Seattle Johanson
daughter of Kiel Johanson
Junior members annually receive a birthday card through their 18th
birthday. A great gift for newborns and juniors in and out-of-state.
Contact the Assistant Historian to request application forms and to change
a mailing addresses for your Junior members.
AssistantHistorian-Jrs@WashingtonMayflower.org

Assistants:
Mark Hines, Lakewood
David Raese, Mukilteo
Dorothy Hull, University Place Jane Ritchey, Kitsap County
Cheryl Eastwood, Redmond
Lynn Pittier, Burien
Kathy Quickstad, Sammamish
Martha Music, Allyn
General Society Officers
Deputy Governor General (DGG) – Judy Arnold
Assistant General (AG) – Jocelyn Paulson
Immediate Past Governor
Judith A. Arnold
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Join George Garmany, MD - Governor General
at the Annual Meeting Sunday, March 18th
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Dr. George P. Garmany, Jr., from Boulder,
Colorado, was recently elected as Governor
General of the General Society of Mayflower
Descendants. He has been a member of the
Colorado Society since 1994, serving multiple
offices there, including two terms as Governor.
Prior offices in the General Society include
four terms as Surgeon General and one term as
Assistant Governor General, with numerous extra
appointments during that time. Most recently he
served three years chairing the “2020 Committee”
which engaged in planning for the activities for
the General Society to commemorate the 400th
anniversary of the Mayflower voyage.
George earned both his BA and MD
degrees at the University of Virginia. He moved
to Colorado for Residency training and practiced
Governor General George Garmany, MD
Neurology in Boulder for thirty-eight years. He is a
Fellow of the American Academy of Neurology, and his long-term commitment to teaching resulted in an
appointment as Clinical Professor of Neurology at the University of Colorado. He is a former President of
the United Medical Staff of Boulder and also of the Colorado Society of Clinical Neurologists.
In recognition for his long-term work with the National Multiple Sclerosis Society, he received the
prestigious Harold E. Williamson Award established by the COPIC Foundation to honor a physician who
has volunteered extensive services in his or her community in Colorado.
George belongs to the Boulder Rotary Club and has served as a Scoutmaster. He continues to
work with the Boy Scouts as a Board Member for the Longs Peak Council. Activities with the Scouts
have allowed George and his family to enjoy the wonderful outdoors in Colorado and other nearby
states. George’s wife, Beverly, is a member of the Arapahoe Chapter of the DAR in Boulder, and George
also belongs to the Society of the Cincinnati in the state of Connecticut. They both share a deep love of
American History and are looking forward to working with the Mayflower Society at this special time in
preparation for the 400th anniversary of the Mayflower voyage.

Did You Know?
Society of Mayflower Descendants in the State
of Washington has a facebook page!
The Plimoth Plantation website is loaded with
information about our ancestors and their Native
American friend. There are several Virtual Field
Trips and a list of references to learn and enjoy
more.

For more information visit:
https://www.plimoth.org/learn/just-kids/virtualfield-trip

Check it out! Post, add a photo, visit often for lots of
interesting information and keep up to date on the
happenings of your cousins! Kathleen Quickstad is
our go-to person on the Board of Assistants. She’s
posted lots of photos of our activities!

Christopher Jones and another Mayflower
The master of the Mayflower, Christopher Jones sailed the ship back to London in the spring of 1621 with a hold
full of stones for ballast and a much-reduced crew. On 6 May 1621, he and his crew disembarked at their home
port of Rotherhithe (a district in London). It was Jones’ leadership, seamanship and dedication that greatly
contributed to the success of the voyage. He died the following March, exhausted by the effort. His grave at St
Mary’s church, Rotherhithe is still a place of pilgrimage for Americans and the local pub – formerly the Spread
Eagle – was renamed The Mayflower in 1953 when the building was remodeled. Its American connections
are strong and aside from the Stars and Stripes fluttering above the Thames, it’s the only pub in the United
Kingdom licensed to sell US postage stamps!

The Mayflower II

The Mayflower Pub
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Governor’s Challenge
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Why? What? And How?

First:
WHY are you a member of the Mayflower Society?
What does the Society mean to you? Each of
you have diligently sorted through your family
trees documenting the lives of your ancestors
and submitted your application for review &
consideration in the GSMD? Why? What does
being a descendant of a Mayflower passenger
mean to you, and why is membership in the GSMD
important? Let us know why.
Second:
WHAT can the Society do to fulfill your
membership needs? Other State Societies have
events other than simply luncheons and picnics.
What events would you like to see our Society host?
Are you interested in genealogical research … or
our Pilgrim history … or is it purely to gather and be
social? Would smaller, more intimate gathering be
of interest? Or are casual ‘Meet Ups’ at a local eatery
or coffee shop more your style? Is there a need for
‘family style’ events that are more ‘kid friendly’
that offer a time for our Jr. members to get to know
each other? Let me know your thoughts as well as
your ideas for future Society events? Perhaps you
might be willing to help us organize … or even to
volunteer at … a future event. Don’t be a stranger!
We’re all cousins here. Share with us your ideas.
Third:
HOW can you help the Society? Our Society is a
volunteer organization and is always in need of a
variety of talents. What talents/skills/gifts do you
have that could benefit the Society? Whether you
are computer savvy, business minded, artistic, a
lover of history, or a great organizer … the Society
needs you and your talents! How can you help.

I gave these remarks at our Compact Day Luncheon
in October. They are reprinted here to extend
the Challenge to the entire Society and allow all
members to respond. I sincerely hope that you will
take a few moments to share your thoughts.
It would truly be a blessing if the core of our
Society continued to grow, developing new ways
of being the Society in ways that we have not even
thought of yet. We are quickly approaching our
Quadricentennial. It is a great time to be part of the
Mayflower Society. Let us know your WHY? Share
with us your WHAT? Tell us your HOW? Please
take a moment & complete this short survey.
https://goo.gl/forms/HejXxDAIxAcMbW7i2 It will
help us get to know our cousins and strengthen our
Society.
Thank you,

We Know How You Can Help!
Jerri McCoy, our Historian, is in need of an
assistant. As you can see by the list of new
members on page 2, Jerri has been busy. If
you enjoy genealogy and would like to help,
please contact Jerri.
We’re looking for a new Mayflower Log editor.
Computer knowledge is a big plus! If you
like being a bit creative, please contact Bruce
Harrington.

Washington State Mayflower Society
Annual Meeting Luncheon Registration Form

Sunday, March 18, 2018
Tacoma Yacht Club
253-752-3555
Social Time 11:45 AM Lunch 12:45 PM
Speaker: Governor General George Garmany, MD

Plymouth 1620

Directions to the new entrance:
From North Pearl Street, go east on 51st toward Ruston Way.
Drive down the hill to the large roundabout.
Go all the way around the roundabout and take a right,
toward the water onto Yacht Club Road. Follow to gate.

Please print current information

Name _________________________________________________________ WA # ______________________________
Address ___________________________________________ City __________________________ State ____________
Zip _______________ Phone ________________________ Email ____________________________________________
Luncheon Menu – all selections are $35.00
London Broil
Baked Salmon
Vegetarian Delight

Sliced marinated flank steak topped with sautéed mushrooms, served with red jacket
mashed potatoes and vegetables
Northwest filet topped with cucumber dill sauce, served with rice pilaf and vegetables
Oven roasted Portobello mushrooms filled with seasonal vegetables, served with
roasted turned potatoes

All entrees served with salad, rolls and butter, coffee, tea, and iced tea. Dessert: Ice cream

Member & guest names

Please indicate member type: Life, Regular, Junior, Prospective or Guest

LRJPG

Beef
$35

Salmon
$35

Vegetarian
$35

$
$
$

Total Luncheon Reservations: $

Return form with Payment. Make checks payable to the Washington Mayflower Society
Reservations must reach Treasurer Margaret Spangler by
Margaret Spangler – 1837 North Skyline Drive – Tacoma, WA 98406-1930
Questions: 253-752-2230 – treasurer@washingtonmayflower.org

Yes, I want to donate to the Meetinghouse Charitable Trust:
Please specify Restoration or Preservation – You will receive acknowledgment of your gift for tax reporting
purposes.

Restoration: __________

Preservation: __________

Either __________

$___________________________
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Evergreen Log
Society of Mayflower Descendants
in the State of Washington
8621 John Dower Rd SW, Lakewood, WA 98499
Return Receipt Requested

