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Governor’s 

Message 
 

 

 

Welcome to the longer and warmer days of spring. 

Our fall meeting in Bellevue was enjoyed by 85 

members and guests.  We enjoyed book sales, a silent 

auction of Mayflower items, a great demonstration of 

Colonial artifacts and visiting with our cousins. 

Donations at the luncheon added to the money donated 

by the Board, enabled a $1042 donation toward restoration 

of the First Parish Church in Plymouth Mass.  This will help 

preserve the fine stained glass and woodwork of the Church 

founded by our Pilgrim ancestors.  Hopefully, you will enjoy 

a visit to the Church to see its interior. 

It is common in New England to find that grave sites 

have had the occupants exhumed and relocated to a nearby 

site.  Such is the case for the first Pilgrims landing in 

Plymouth Colony.  Records show that Coles Hill just a few 

yards from the waterfront was the first burial ground for our 

ancestors until 1637, when the church yard at Burial Hill 

became the place for depositing bodies. This is not well 

known.  

Coles Hill was abandoned as a cemetery by 1643. It is 

the present site of the Sarcophagus honoring the Pilgrims 

who died the first winter of 1621, and the statue honoring  

Massasoit, Sachem of the Wampanoags. 

Our next meeting is Sunday April 3, at the Tacoma 

Yacht Club.  Social time will include book sales and silent 

auction items.  Our speaker will tell of the new Pilgrim 

painting given to the Tacoma Art Museum.  Some admission 

discounts will be available to see the entire art collection at 

the Museum.  
See you in Tacoma. 

 

 

Guy Moellendorf, Governor   [] 

 

11:45 am — 2:30 pm, Sunday April 3 at the Tacoma Yacht 

Club, Tacoma, WA,  next to Tacoma’s Point Defiance Park. 

Tacoma Art Museum's (TAM) Curator of Collections and 

special Exhibitions, Margaret Bullock, will speak on their amazing 

collection of Western Art from colonial times to the present.  This 

includes a painting of the Governor of Plymouth Colony.  You are 

invited to visit the museum after lunch. Admission discounts are 

available.  Details on page 10. 

This meeting commemorates the granting of our state Charter 

on March 28, 1912, 104 years ago. 

Come meet with your cousins! 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!   

Sunday, April 3, 2016 
RSVP due Saturday, March 26, 2016. 

 
 

104th Annual Meeting 

The Tacoma Art Museum has a Pilgrim Painting on display,  

Canonicus and the Governor of Plymouth. 

http://www.washingtonmayflower.org/


Congratulations on tracing your family’s history to a  

passenger of the ship Mayflower, emigrants in 1620  

from England and Holland to Plymouth Colony, and  

present at the first Thanksgiving in America! 

 

City First, Last Ancestor,  (generation #) 

Seattle Amy D. Carlson William Brewster(13) 1694 

Seattle Katherine E Gaffney Isaac Allerton (12) 1695 

Sammamish Ann Ladderholm-Burke Richard Warren (12) 1696 

Seattle Bruce D. Harrington William White (12) 1697 

Olympia David G. Crooker Francis Cooke (13) 1698 

Freeland Douglas G. Kolb William Bradford(11) 1699 

Spanaway Dorothy J. Asbridge Richard Warren (12) 1700 

Vancouver  Tracy L. Nelson Francis Cooke (14) 1701 

University Place Deanne E. Holmes Myles Standish (11) 1702 

Kirkland Aaron C. Warner Richard Moore (12) 1703 

Hansville Jane M. Ritchey Richard Warren (12) 1704 

Sammamish Mary L. Landerholm Richard Warren (11) 1705 
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ADDRESS & LIFE CHANGES - Notify the Corresponding Secretary   

(3515 West 7th Place, Anacortes, WA 98221-1262) of changes to  
members’ address, phone number, email or deaths. 

Meetings — Oregon, Idaho 
 

You are welcome to attend meetings at other state Societies. 

 For Oregon meetings:  www.mayflower-or.com  and 

www.mthoodmayflower.com .   

 For Idaho:  Governor Ida Hardy, at: ihardy@q.com. 

Junior Members  

Welcomed 
 

Junior members annually receive a birthday card through their 18th  

birthday.  A great gift for newborns and juniors in-state or out-of-

state. Birthday cards are mailed first class, “Return Receipt 

Requested,” which returns undeliverable letters so we can 

update addresses.  Sponsors may request application forms and 

send address changes to this email address: 

AsstHistorian-Jrs@WashingtonMayflower.org  
 

 

Sponsored by David Price and David Field: 

 

 Of Francis Cooke (13) 

Aidan Price 

 Of Stephen Hopkins (14) 

Liam R. Field 

Noah D. Field,  

Creighton T. Field  

Jamieson Field  

Supplemental Ancestors Approved: 

 
Catherine Roberti Francis Billington (12), Mary Allerton (12), 

  Mary Brewster (13), Samuel Eaton (12), 

 Sarah Eaton (12) 

Kiel, Johanson Francis Cooke (12), James Chilton (14), 

 Richard Warren (13) 

Jim Lambertus Edward Fuller (12), Elizabeth Tilley (12), 

 John Howland (12)  

New Life Members 

Welcome Aboard 
 

David S. Raese  

Evelyn I. Fields  

Laura M. Lee 

Rae A. Victor 

Barbara C. Miller (40-year member) 

Did you Pay your Dues for 2016? 
 

On May 1, 2016, members with unpaid dues will be 

dropped from membership.  Send $29 dues to:  

Tim Rogers, Treasurer 

19025 Grannis Rd,  

Bothell, WA 98012-6948   

mailto:LogEditor@washingtonmayflower.org?subject=Feedback%20on%20Winter%20WA%20Mayflower%20Newsletter
http://www.mayflower-or.com
http://www.mthoodmayflower.com/
mailto:ihardy@q.com
mailto:AsstHistorian-Jrs@WashingtonMayflower.org?subject=Feedback%20-%20Winter%20WA%20Mayflower%20Newsletter


3  |  EVERGREEN LOG 

COMPACT 

MEETING 

MINUTES 
November 22, 2015, Red Lion Inn, 

Bellevue, WA 
 

Members and guests gathered at 

11:45 am during social time. Programs 

were placed at each table setting.  Table 

displays at the back of the room included  

the First Parish Church made by DGG 

Steve Arnold,  announcement of the next 

tour of England and Holland in 2017 by 

Guy Moellendorf, items offered for sale 

or silent auction and the Society’s five 

archive books.    

Governor Moellendorf called the 

meeting to order at 12:20 pm.  Attending 

were 85 members and guests.  Elder 

Mavis Ratcliff gave the invocation.  

Captain Nick Parrott led the Pledge of 

(Continued on page 4) 

WINTER2016 

Guest speaker  and member Ann Shipley describes the uses of colonial household items  
while member Shirley Stirling demonstrates.  

A Junior member donned colonial clothes  

and a Mayflower plate  

was among the  

silent auction  

items. 
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Allegiance. Governor 

Moellendorf introduced the 

former Governors who were 

present: Catherine Roberti, 

Luanne Green, Don Wingerson 

and Steve Arnold. Governor 

Moellendorf thanked present and 

past Board of Assistants members 

for their many hours of work. 

Governor Moellendorf led the 

Ancestor Roll Call. 

Historian Jerri McCoy and 

Corresponding Secretary Genie 

Parrott presented new members 

with membership certificates.  

Eight new members were present 

to receive their certificates. Two 

supplemental memberships were 

also presented.  

Treasurer Tim Rogers  

reported that our Society currently 

has $70, 840 in CD funds and 

$15,556 in General Funds.  

Governor Moellendorf introduced  DGG Steve Arnold who 

made an appeal for members to assist financially in the renovation 

work of the First Parish Church.  The First Parish Church is the 

oldest continually operating church in America. It has been 

serving continuously since 1621. The current building was built in 

1800’s. The church  was the Pilgrim’s church. Early in 2015 the 

church was damaged by fire and vandalism. Eighteen of the 40 

windows in need of restoration are attributed to Tiffany. Our 

Society Board had already contributed $500 towards the First 

Parrish Church Restoration Fund. Envelopes were distributed to 

those in attendance for individuals to make contributions towards 

(Minutes continued  
from page 3) 

New members, were welcomed into the Society.  Left to right, Cheri Baudrand,  
Amy Carlson, Linda Maynard, Bruce Harrington, Katherine Gaffney,  

Shirley Stirling, Ken Weaver, Keith Phillipy. 

Shirley Stirling shows  members a colonial game of tossing a ring using two sticks. 

the restoration.  Individual donations to the First Parish Church 

Restoration Fund totaled $546.    

Business was suspended as lunch was enjoyed. 

Speaker Ann Shipley presented a "Trunk Show of Colonial Era 

Household Items". She was assisted by new member Shirley 

Stirling. They demonstrated the utility of colonial clothing and 

showed examples of colonial styles. Everyday objects from the 

colonial era included corn husk mattresses, rope beds, lye soap and 

educational needlework. The types of needlework and toys used 

(Continued on page 5) 



Washington State Society  

Members Donate  
$1046 to  

Pilgrim Church  
Restoration 

 

The First Parish Church, 

Plymouth, Massachusetts,  has 

historic stained glass and 

woodwork needing restoration.  A 

few months earlier an arson fire 

had been set at the church which 

fortunately was discovered and 

extinguished before extensive 

damage. 

At our October Board meeting Elder Nick Parrott 

proposed that the Society Board donate to the church's 

restoration fund.  The Board approved a donation of $500 

toward restoration and decided to make an appeal for 

further donations at its annual Compact Day meeting in 

November. 

At our fall luncheon Steve Arnold created a First Parish 

Church display for members to see during the social time.  

Steve also made an appeal to the attendees for donations 

during the business meeting.  Steve holds the offices of WA 

Society DGG and GSMD Board Member-at-large  

Attendees donated $546 by cash and check.  Thus the 

Washington State Society members donated a total of 

$1046 and a check was mailed to the Meeting House 

Restoration Fund in December. 

Thank you to all who donated to preserve this historic 

church.  When you visit Plymouth, MA, be sure to visit the 

inside to see the woodwork and stained glass memorials to 

our ancestors.    [] 

DGG &  
GSMD Officer  
Steve Arnold 

5  |  EVERGREEN LOG WINTER 2016 

by colonial children were displayed.  The 

presentation and display objects provided a 

fascinating glimpse into the daily lives of our 

colonial ancestors.  

After the conclusion of the speech, DGG Steve 

Arnold announced the winners of  the silent auction 

items. Steve explained that the monies raised from 

the sales table and silent auction have been 

earmarked for education and scholarships.  

Donations from the luncheon totaled $325. 

Governor Moellendorf recognized two volunteers 

who have both been invaluable in their assistance to 

our State Society. 

Ted Tedorovich was thanked for his many years 

of service. Among other things, Ted obtained the 

domain name and site for our state society. Ted has 

served as the Washington State captain and also as 

the Treasurer for the State of Washington Mayflower 

Society. He has assisted the work of our society in 

many capacities. Ted generates the laminated 

membership cards. He also generates our member-by

-ancestor report.  Ted was given a certificate of 

appreciation and the book, “Plymouth A Scenic Pictorial”. 

Barbara Williams is a life member  who is in her 40th year of 

membership with Washington State Mayflower Society. She is the 

chair of the Historical Sites committee for the General Society, 

leading tours to England and Holland. She is the historian for the 

Pilgrim William White Society. She has published four books. 

Barbara was given a certificate of appreciation and a copy of the 

book, “Plymouth a Scenic Pictorial”. 

Elder Mavis Ratcliff gave the Benediction.  Governor 

Moellendorf closed the meeting at 2:40 pm. 

Photos by Judy Arnold. 

 

Jocelyn Paulson, 

Recording Secretary   [] 

(Minutes continued  
from page 4) 

Governor Guy Moellendorf and Historian Jerri McCoy presented  
Virginia Letoto with certificates for her two supplemental  

ancestors Isaac Allerton and William White. 

Certificates of Appreciation were given to members for their many years of 
service to the Society.  Barbara Williams (left) has served as historian, governor 
of two Societies (Texas, Pilgrim Henry Sampson Kindred), published four books 
on Pilgrim genealogy and is the GSMD’s Historic Sites Chair, leading tours of 

England and Holland.  Ted Todorovich (center) secured the Washington 
Society's web domain name, was treasurer, generates “members by Pilgrim 

Ancestor” reports and prints our membership cards.  Presenter Governor Guy 
Moellendorf is on the right. 
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Republished 2015, by John Moran, Pilgrim Society.  

Condensed by Guy Moellendorf. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The Pilgrim Society, was founded in 1820 "for the purpose 

of procuring in the town of Plymouth a suitable lot or piece of 

ground for the erection of a monument to perpetuate the 

memory of the virtues, the enterprise and unparalleled 

sufferings of their ancestors who first settled in that ancient 

town, and for the erection of a suitable building for the 

accommodation of the meetings of said association."  

Our plan to republish articles from old Pilgrim Society 

Notes (1954-1984) that we think will be of interest to our 

readers. “Notes on Cole’s Hill” by Edward R. Belcher (-1956) 

was the inaugural article of the series...  

John Moran, Publications Committee Chair, Pilgrim 

Society, Winter 2015. 

 

BACKGROUND 

A tablet on the granite post at the top of the steps on cole’s 

hill bears this inscription: 

"In memory of James Cole, Born London England 1600, 

Died Plymouth Mass 1692, First settler of Coles Hill 1633, A 

soldier in Pequot Indian War 1637, This tablet erected by his 

descendants l9l7." 

Cole’s Hill, rising from the shore near the center of town 

and overlooking the Rock and the harbor, has occupied a 

prominent place in the affairs of the community. Here were 

buried the bodies of those who died during the first years 

of the settlement. From it could be watched the arrivals and 

departures of the many fishing and trading boats and the ships 

that came from time to time. In times of emergency; the Hill 

was fortified for the protection of the town. At the foot of its 

slopes and along the shore were the warehouses, stores and 

wharves in considerable number, connected with the shipping 

interests, which were a most important activity in the town in the 

latter part of the 18th century and for a large part of the 19th. 

Many observances of Forefathers’ Day have taken place near the 

Rock, and for a long time it was customary for the local militia, 

called the Standish Guards, to fire a volley at the Rock in honor 

of the Pilgrims each Forefathers’ Day. 

In later years, the waterfront has been the scene of many civic 

and community activities, notably the pageant entitled “The 

Pilgrim Spirit,” enacted at the observance of the Tercentenary of 

the Landing, in 1921. The seats for the spectators were erected 

on the slope of the Hill. 

There are in 2015, four memorials to the Pilgrims on Cole’s 

Hill: 

1. The statue of Massasoit with plaque that reads “Great 

Sachem of The Wampanoags. Protector and Preserver of the 

Pilgrims 1621. Erected by the Improved Order of Red Men 

as a Grateful Tribute, 1921.” 

2. A stone seat, given by the Pennsylvania Society of New 

England Women. 

3. A stone seat, presented by the Society of Daughters of 

Colonial Wars, Commonwealth of Massachusetts,1927. 

4. The Sarcophagus, within which have been deposited the 

bones of the Pilgrims which have been found at various 

times in or near its location, erected by the General Society 

of Mayflower Descendants in 1920. A part of the inscription 

reads:  "The Monument marks the First Burying Ground in 

Plymouth of the passengers of the Mayflower. Here under 

cover of darkness the fast dwindling company laid their 

dead, leveling the earth above them lest the Indians should 

know how many were the graves." 

 

 

(Continued on page 7) 

The Sarcophagus on the top of Coles Hill, is dedicated to those Pilgrims who died the first winter of 1621.   

Plymouth, Massachusetts’ harbor is in the background, visible when leaves are off the trees.  

Visiting Plymouth — Coles Hill, the First Burial Ground 
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COLE’S HILL—FIRST BURIAL PLACE of 44 to 50 PILGRIMS 

Cole’s Hill was used as a burial place for the Forefathers who died in the early 

years of the settlement at Plymouth. The Pilgrim Republic, John A. Goodwin, 

Tercentenary Edition 1920, p. 116:  “Fearing that the savages, seeing by the graves 

from afar how much the settlement was reduced, might be emboldened to make an 

attack, the mounds on Cole’s Hill were smoothed down and the spot sowed with 

grain.” 

Mr. William T Davis, in Plymouth Memories, pp. 32 1—322 makes the 

following statements regarding the period during which it was used as a burial 

place: 

With regard to Cole’s Hill, the impression has prevailed that burials there were 

confined to the winter of 1620—1621. After a somewhat thorough examination of 

evidence and probabilities I have reached the conclusion that this impression is not 

correct.... As long, then, as the Common House was the place of public worship, I 

cannot doubt that Cole’s Hill was the burial pace and that when the first meeting 

house was built on the North side of Town Square, Burial Hill sloping down to its 

walls, became the church yard and the place for depositing . . . the bodies of the 

dead. Thus then, in my opinion, Burial Hill became the churchyard in 1637. 

In his History of the Town of Plymouth (1885), Mr. Davis wrote that Cole’s Hill 

had been abandoned as a cemetery prior to 1643. He states that there were buried 

there John Carver, Elizabeth Winslow, Mrs. Mary Allerton, Rose Standish, 

Christopher Martin, Solomon Powers, William Mullins, William White, 

Degory Priest, Richard Britteridge and perhaps others to the number of forty-

four.  Pilgrim Memorials and Guide for Visitors to Plymouth by William S. Russell 

(1851) adds the names of John Tilley and Edward Tilley and Thomas Rogers. 

Very few died in the years immediately following 1620 —1621, so it seems a fair 

assumption that there were buried on Cole’s Hill those of the fifty Pilgrims who 

died after the Mayflower reached 

Plymouth, together, perhaps, with some of 

the crew of the Mayflower, if they were 

not buried at sea. Probably the total 

number of burials was 44 to 50. 

 

1698-1743, EARLY 

COMMERCIAL 

 USES OF COLE’S HILL 

The land on the top of what 

was the original Cole’s Hill 

has never been sold or 

transferred by the Town. 

There have been so many 

changes in the topography of 

the Hill that the exact area 

which this included would be 

difficult if not impossible to 

determine. It probably 

extended from the top of the 

slope opposite the north 

corner of the Plymouth Rock 

House to somewhere opposite 

the foot of Middle Street. The 

first mention of Cole’s Hill in 

either the Plymouth Colony or 

Town records is the vote of 

the Town, March 6th 1698/9 

when “The towne granted to 

Nathaniel Warren 50 fut ftont 

of land below Cole’s Hill soe 

Caled by the shore side and 

soe to Ron down from High 

Water Marks in to the sea to 

(Continued from page 6) 

whorf out soe farr as may be Convenient the said Warren alwayes 

leaveing A sufficient way for carts to pass along the shore between 

the banck & the sd land to be taken upp.” 

Volumes I and II of the Town Records covering the years 

1636—1705 and 1705—1743 list many liberties (a permission 

which did not convey any title) and grants to wharf out into the 

harbor and to land below Coles Hill. 

Page 3   Several of these liberties and grants ran across what is 

now Water Street, others were merely on the shore but even here 

the lots were opposite homes or warehouses owned by the 

grantees on the westerly side of the street. In all such cases it was 

required that a way be left open along the shore between buildings 

for passage parallel to the shore. These ways were later strung 

together to become Water Street in 1716. The street layout of that 

year bounds the foot of Cole’s Hill. 

 

1753-1779, VOTES OF THE TOWN IN THE 1700s 

RELATING TO COLE’S HILL 

Many votes at town meetings of little consequence were 

eliminated due to space limitations. 

Evidently there was trouble with the maintaining of the Hill, 

for about that time it was voted to choose a committee to consider 

the circumstances of Cole’s Hill, said hill being “Much diminished 

& Broken away.” 

There must have been confusion as to the various grants and 

sales of land. In 1753, 1757, 1764, 1775 and 1779, committees 

was chosen “To discoverr ye proprietors or owners of the Several1 

(Continued on page 8) 

SOCIETY EVENTS 

Mark your calendar! 
 

Tentative Schedule of Meetings: 
Time and Place to be Announced 

 
2016 

 

April 3, Sun, Annual Meeting 

Tacoma Yacht Club, Tacoma 
 

July 17, Sun, Summer Picnic 

Kelsey Creek Farm Park, Bellevue 
 

**Sept 10,11, GSMD Mtg., Indiana 
 

**October 30, Sun, Compact Day 

Red Lion Inn, Bellevue 
 

2017 
 

March 26, Sun, Annual Meeting 
 

**July 16, Sun, Summer Picnic 
 

**Sept 9,10, GSMD Mtg., Plymouth 
 

**Sept 17-30, Tour UK, ND  
 

**November 12, Sun, Compact Day 
 

2018 
 

**March 18, Sun, Annual Meeting 

 

** Change from the 

previous newsletter. 

Cole’s Hill in Plymouth, Mass.  Leyden St. 
 is the oldest street in the US.  The  

Pilgrims built their first homes  
along what is now Main Street. 
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Lots there formerly granted or sold by ye 

Town, to consider ye Circumstances of sd 

Coles Hill.”  

 

1735-1883, BONES  

AND MORE BONES:   

The Pilgrim Republic, John A. 

Goodwin, Tercentenary Edition 1920 © 

1879 by John A. Goodwin, ©1888 by 

William B. Goodwin: 

Page 158 Note: “In a storm of 1735 a 

torrent pouring down Middle Street made a 

ravine in Cole’s Hill and washed many 

human remains down into the harbor. In 

1809 a skull with especially fine teeth was 

exposed. In 1855 these graves were 

exposed in laying the public conduit on 

Cole’s Hill. In one grave lay two skeletons, 

pronounced by surgeons male and female. 

The man had a particularly noble forehead; 

and it was fondly surmised that here were 

the remains of Mr. and Mrs. Carver. 

These found a new grave on Burial 

Hill; but the other relics, with barbaric 

taste, were placed in the top of the stone 

canopy over Forefathers’ Rock. In 1879, during some work on the 

southeast side of the hill, many more bones were unearthed, and 

some, with questionable taste, were carried away by the spectators 

in remembrance of their ‘renowned sires’.(These bodies were all 

found with their feet to the east.) 

In the course of the recent (ie. about 1853) excavations on 

Cole’s Hill, some scattered bones of human bodies have been 

found; and on Monday, as workmen were digging out one of the 

post- holes in front of the house of Arad Perkins, a skull was 

thrown out by the spade. The poor relic of humanity was broken in 

removal; but the pieces were gathered up by Mr. Snell of the 

Plymouth Rock House. It was examined by Dr. Warren Peirce, 

who declared it to be the skull of an elderly white person, probably 

a male. From the location there can be little doubt the remains 

were those of one of the Pilgrims who died in the first sad winter, 

and was buried on the hill.— Old Colony Memorial, October 11, 

1883.” 

 

1855-1881, THE PILGRIM SOCIETY ACQUIRES, 

IMPROVES, COLES HILL 

Old Plymouth, A Guide .... 1881, p. 37: 

“The side of the hill facing the Rock was formerly covered 

with old and unsightly buildings, as for many years the part of the 

town near the water was a favorite place for building. Some years 

ago the Pilgrim Society began to purchase these lots and to tear 

down the buildings, until now nearly the whole face of the hill to 

Middle Street is graded and grassed over, presenting a fine, green 

slope, and adding much to the beauty of the locality.” 

The Pilgrim Society began to acquire land near Cole’s Hill and 

the Rock in 1855. By deed dated January 4. 1855, Isaac L. Hedge 

conveyed land to the Society. This conveyance is made upon the 

express condition that said promises are to be forever held and 

used for purposes connected with a monument to the memory of 

the Pilgrims to be erected in the vicinity of the 

premises.” (Plymouth Deeds Book 264, p. 139) 

Plymouth Memories, William T Davis 

Page 16: “North St. received a new Laying out Feb. 11, 1716, 

and still another on the 7th of October, 1765 and after the estates 

on Water Street below Cole’s Hill had been bought by the Pilgrim 

Society in 1856, and other 

Page 4  Land was hauled out by the society, and the corner 

rounded.” 

Page 26: “In my youth and later there were eight buildings on 

the westerly side of the street (Water Street) between North Street 

and the steps at the foot of Middle Street. In the rear of these 

houses there were two terraces supported by stone walls and some 

of the houses were entered by flights of steps leading down from 

the top of the hill. In 1856 and in the years immediately 

succeeding, the Pilgrim Society bought all these estates and after 

the removal of the houses graded the slope as it is seen today. The 

granite steps from the surface of the hill to the canopy over the 

Rock were built by private subscription. The graded bank is the 

property of the Pilgrim Society and the surface of the hill, which 

belongs to the Town, was placed by a vote of the Town under the 

superintendence and care of the society.” 

Page 15: About North Street:  “On the lower half of the street 

there have been several changes in its boundaries... Two ways 

were discontinued and the wall rebuilt on a continuous line.” 

A Guide to Plymouth, published in 1881, states  

about six or eight buildings on the Hill south of Middle Street. 

These included tenement houses at the foot of Leyden Street, the 

Winslow Brewster Standish Old Curiosity Shop (a dealer in 

antiques) a small building marked “Massachusetts Humane 

Society”, where rescue apparatus was once stored, a paint shop, 

blacksmith shop and some other houses were removed, so that at 

that time “nearly the whole face of the Hill to Middle Street was 

graded and grassed over, presenting a fine, green slope, and adding 

much to the beauty of the locality.” 

John Henry Stickney (1883-1935) created the Stickney Fund, 

enabling these buildings to be removed and the filling of the Hill 

to the south completed so that by 1917 the top and slope of the 

Hill to Leyden Street was graded as it is today. 

 

(Continued on page 9) 

The waterfront side of the 1920 sarcophagus lists the names of those Pilgrims who  
died the first year.  Inside, it contains the bones unearthed from the hillside. 



9  |  EVERGREEN LOG WINTER 2016 

1809, THE LINDEN TREE 

From Plymouth Memories, page 15: “The Linden tree standing 

on the corner of Cole’s Hill, has an interesting romance connected 

with. The tree was planted by a youthful couple as a memorial of 

their engagement, and when not long afterwards, in 1809, the 

engagement was discontinued, and the memorial was no longer 

prized by the lady in whose garden it had been planted, she one 

day pulled it up and threw it into the street. My (Edward 

Belcher’s) father, who happened to pass at the time, picked it up 

and planted it where it now stands.” 

 

1920s, THE TERCENTENARY  

CELEBRATION CHANGES 

Under the date of November 22, 1920, the Pilgrim Society 

conveyed to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts the parcel it 

owned: “a certain parcel of land with the so-called ‘Plymouth 

Rock’ and a wharf thereon situated in the Town of Plymouth... “ 

Installed were the sarcophagus, statue of Chief Massasoit, and 

later the bench. 

 

1920, ERECTION of the SARCOPHAGUS 

About 1920, the layout of Carver Street at the foot of Middle 

Street was moved somewhat to the west, which necessitated the 

purchase and removal of the so-called Anthony Atwood House by 

the Commonwealth. This was done to permit the erection of the 

Sarcophagus on the place where same human bones had been 

found, as nearly as it could be determined. The lot of land on the 

northwesterly corner of Middle and Carver Streets remains the 

property of the Commonwealth, although maintained by the 

Pilgrim Society in connection with its care of Cole’s Hill.  

Prior to the change in Carver Street, there was a granite slab on 

the Hill at the foot of Middle Street, giving some information 

about the discovery of the human bones on the Hill and the 

location where they had been found. This slab is still in existence, 

stored at the Town Farm. The inscription on this tablet reads... 

On this hill The Pilgrims who died the first winter were buried.  

This tablet marks the spot where lies the body of one found Oct. 

8,1883. The body of another found on the 27th of the following 

(Continued from page 8) 

month lies 8 feet northwest of the westerly corner of this stone. 

Erected 1884.   —Edward R. Belcher, 1955. 

 

1961, NATIONAL HISTORIC  

LANDMARK 

The designation of Cole’s Hill as a registered National Historic 

Landmark by the National Park Service, Department of the 

Interior was announced at the Annual Meeting of the Pilgrim 

Society on December 21, 1961. An official plaque was placed on 

Cole’s Hill. The formal application for this designation made by 

the Society; reads in part: "...Fully conscious of the high 

responsibility to the Nation that goes with the ownership and care 

of a property classified as...worthy of Registered National Historic 

Landmark status... we agree to preserve...to the best of our ability, 

the historical integrity of this important part of our national 

cultural heritage." 

 

1993: COLES HILL transferred to  

COMMONWEALTH of MASSACHUSETTS. 

In 1993, Cole’s Hill was turned over by the Pilgrim Society to 

the care of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

 

Source:  Pilgrim Society News, Plymouth MA, Winter 2015, pp 8-

12 (condensed).    [] 

Massasoit (1590-1660), along with William Bradford,  
are considered by historians as the two most  

important persons in Plymouth Colony.  
Bronze statue, 1921, by Cyris Dalin. 

Stone seat, inscribed:  “In Memory of the Pilgrim fathers and mothers  
whose heroic idealism established the basic principles of the  

government of our land.  Presented by the  
Society of Daughters of Colonial Wars,  

Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 1927” 
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Tacoma Art Museum’s 
Curator of Collections  
to Speak at Luncheon 

by Guy Moellendorf 

 

We are pleased that Margaret 

Bullock, Curator of Collections and 

Special Exhibitions, will speak at our 

luncheon. 

Margaret will give a general 

overview of the new Haub Family 

Collection of Western American Art 

that was given to Tacoma Art Museum 

in 2014. The collection surveys the art 

of the American West from colonial 

times to the present and reflects the 

evolving definition of what “West” 

meant as our nation grew. 

Ms. Bullock will spend some 

specific time on the Browere painting 

and a few other works of the same 

period in Museum’s collection. 

 

Admission Discounts 

After the luncheon and until 5pm, attendees are invited to the 

museum and see these excellent works.  April 3rd, is during the 

Museum’s  Bank of America (BOA) weekend, visitors get free 

admission by showing their BOA and Alaskan Airlines credit/

debit cards. Otherwise, discounts for AAA ($2 off), student and 

senior apply.  Museum’s address and admission rates: 

http://www.tacomaartmuseum.org/visit/hours-admission/ 

 

Erivan and Helga Haub, a German couple with long ties to 

Tacoma, have spent many summers in the area.   

The Haubs were fascinated with the myth of the American 

West even before coming to America.  They made an incredibly 

generous gift in 2014 of 295 works of art.  Half of the works are 

currently on view.  There are some excellent works, including a 

little jewel of Pilgrim nature:  Canonicus and the Governor of 

Plymouth. 

More info:  Tacoma Art Museum Haub Family Collection 

http://www.tacomaartmuseum.org/exhibit/art-american-west-2/   

http://www.artandpoliticsnow.com/2015/01/american-art-at-the-

newly-expanded-tacoma-art-museum/ 

 

 

Canonicus, Chief of the Narragansetts  
Canonicus (c. 1565 – June 4, 1647) was a Native American 

chief of the Narragansett people. Although wary of the European 

newcomers, he bowed before superior armaments and surrendered 

a portion of the territory of his people to the immigrants without 

war. He ultimately proved to be a firm friend of Rhode Island’s 

Roger Williams and other English settlers. 

Canonicus was born around 1565.   Nothing is known of his 

early life.  Canonicus was chief of the Narragansett tribe when the 

Pilgrims landed at Plymouth, and one of the first with whom they 

had dealings. 

In the words of historian Benjamin Lossing, Canonicus 

"regarded the advent of the white men with a jealous fear" and in 

1622 he challenged the Plymouth colony, in front of a force of 

about 5,000 men.  As a challenge to the Governor of Plymouth 

colony,  Canonicus sent a bundle of arrows in a leather wrap tied 

with a snake skin.   In reply, Bradford filled the wrap with 

gunpowder and lead round shot and returned it to Canonicus. 

This first exposure to explosive powder and metal was met 

with "superstitious awe," in the words of Lossing, who added: 

"They were sent from village to village, and excited so much 

alarm, that the sachem (ie. chief) sued for peace, and made a treaty 

of friendship; which he never violated, notwithstanding, he often 

received provocations that would have justified him in scattering 

all compacts to the winds.*" 

The peace that resulted extended between the Narragansett and 

the English colonists extended beyond Canonicus's death in 1647. 

* From Benjamin J. Lossing, Eminent Americans, Comprising 

Brief Biographies of Leading Statesmen, Patriots, Orators and 

Others, Men and Women, Who Have Made American History. 

New York: John B. Alden, 1886; pg. 15. 

More at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canonicus.  

Courtesy of Wikimedia Corporation  

 

About The Artist:   
A. O. D. Browere (1814-1887) 

Albertus was born 1814 in Tarrytown, NY.  The son of a 

sculptor J. H. I. Browere (1790-1834), famous for the plaster life 

masks of Thomas Jefferson, Gilbert Stuart, and others.  He painted 

in New England until 1852, when the Gold Rush lured him to 

California for four years. He did numerous majestic Western 

paintings. 

For more,  at Google, search on: 

 “Albertus del Orient Browere.” 

 “Images for Albertus del Orient Browere.” 

 http://americanartgallery.org/artist/readmore/id/416…[] 

WINTER 2016 

Canonicus and the Governor of Plymouth, 1841,  Albertus del Orient.Browere 
(1814-1887).  Oil on Canvas.  Tacoma Art Museum, Haub Family Collection, 

Gift of Erivan and Helga Haub, 2014.6.16. 
When the event depicted occurred in 1622, Plymouth Colony was allied  

with the Wampanoag Indians.  William Bradford was Plymouth’s  
Governor and Massasoit was the Wampanoag’s Sachem. 

Margaret 
Bullock 

http://www.tacomaartmuseum.org/visit/hours-admission/
http://www.tacomaartmuseum.org/exhibit/art-american-west-2/
http://www.artandpoliticsnow.com/2015/01/american-art-at-the-newly-expanded-tacoma-art-museum/
http://www.artandpoliticsnow.com/2015/01/american-art-at-the-newly-expanded-tacoma-art-museum/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canonicus#cite_note-Lossing-1
http://ia700506.us.archive.org/23/items/eminentamericans02loss/eminentamericans02loss.pdf
http://ia700506.us.archive.org/23/items/eminentamericans02loss/eminentamericans02loss.pdf
http://ia700506.us.archive.org/23/items/eminentamericans02loss/eminentamericans02loss.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canonicus
http://americanartgallery.org/artist/readmore/id/416


Menu Choices 

Baked Salmon filet topped with cucumber dill sauce, rice pilaf and vegetables - Cost:  $31 

Chicken Dijon– Pan seared breaded chicken breast topped with Dijon sauce, mashed potatoes, vegetables- Cost:  $31 

Vegetarian Lasagna  Lasagna with tomato sauce layered with assorted vegetables and cheese. - Cost:  $31 
All entrées served with mixed green salad, fresh baked rolls, butter, coffee, tea and iced tea.  

Dessert of Cream cheese fruit parfait.   Prices are per person. 

104th Annual Meeting 
Sunday, April 3, 2016  

Tacoma Yacht Club, 5401 N. Waterfront Dr., Tacoma, WA 

Social Time, meet your cousins  11:45 am.,     Lunch 12:45 pm. 

Additional Guests are listed on back. 

2016 Unpaid Dues ______ TOTAL RESERVATIONS  ________   TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED  $ ____________ 

Member’s Primary Ancestor _____________________________ 

Print Your Name _____________________________________ 
 
Street Address ______________________________________ 
 
City __________________ State _____  Zip Code __________ 
 
Guest  _____________________________________________ 
 
Guest  _____________________________________________ 

$ per person 

$31     $31     $31 

Regular 
Member 

Junior 
Member 

Prospective 
Member 

Guest 

Please Check Proper Designation 

 Fish   Chicken Vegi 

Menu Choice 

2016 Annual Meeting RESERVATION  FORM 
 

Return This Coupon With Payment       
 

Please make checks payable to the Washington Mayflower Society.  

Reservations must reach Treasurer Tim Rogers by Saturday, March 26, 2016. 
Mail to:  Tim Rogers , 19025 Grannis Rd, Bothell, WA 98012-6948 

If questions, phone: 206-979-7006          Email:  treasurer@washingtonmayflower.org 

     − − − − − − − − − − − − − − − Cut Here & Along Upper Left Edge − − − − − − − − − − − − − −  

 −
 −

 −
  

The address above is new. 

Please send a 2016 membership directory, available in July. 

Program:       Tacoma Art Museum's curator of collections Margaret Bullock to speak on their amazing collection of Western Art 

from colonial times to the present.  You are invited to visit TAM after lunch, at free or discounted rates (see page 10).   Free parking. 

 

Directions:     Tacoma Yacht Club, 5401 N. Waterfront Dr., Tacoma, WA.     phone: 253-752-3555 
-Coming from south of Tacoma, from I-5 take exit 132 (State Route 16 toward Gig Harbor, Bremerton). Take exit 3 (6th Ave ). Go 

straight through the first intersection at 6th Ave and take a right at the second light onto N Pearl street.  Turn right onto N 51st Street. 

At traffic circle, take the 3rd right onto Yacht Club road.  Follow the water (onto Water Slote St).  The Yacht Club is at the end. 

-From the Olympic Peninsula, take State Route 16 to Tacoma's 6th Ave/Pearl Street Exit.  Turn right onto Pearl Street.  Turn right 

onto N 51st Street. At traffic circle, take the 3rd right onto Yacht Club road.  Follow the water (onto Water Slote St).  The Yacht Club 

is at the end. 

- Coming from north of Tacoma on I-5, Take exit 133 for I-705 N toward city center.  On the left, take the Schuster Parkway exit.  

Schuster Parkway blends into Ruston Way, keep going.  At the traffic circle, take the 1st exit on Ruston Way.  At the second traffic 

circle, take the 1st right onto Yacht Club Road.  Follow the water (onto Water Slote St).  The Yacht Club is at the end.    

New phone #.__________________________________ 

New email address __________________________________________________________ 

mailto:treasurer@washingtonmayflower.org?subject=Mayflower%20Luncheon%20March%2017,%202013
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Society of Mayflower Descendants 

in the State of Washington 

3515 West 7th Place, Anacortes, WA, 98221-1262 

Return Service Requested 

 

Mark Your Calendar 
 
 

Sunday, April 3, 2016 
RSVP by    Saturday, March 26, 2016 

 

104th Annual Meeting 
 

Tacoma Yacht Club, Tacoma 
 
 

 

Come join in! 

The Board at its February 20, 2016, 

meeting decided the most efficient way to 

support scholarships was to make a donation 

to the GSMD Scholarship Fund.  Concerns 

were that the process to fairly administer a 

Society scholarship fund was too much.  So, 

the $325 collected at the November 22, 2015, 

Compact luncheon will be sent to the GSMD 

Scholarship Fund. 

Future fund raising will support other 

educational activities of the state Society.    [] 

News  

from  

the  

Board 


